
I 103

I Washington, d. c.
I DEFENCE OF KANSAS.

I SPEECH OF HON. ANSON BURLINGAME,
I Of Massachusetts,

I IN THE Ilol'SK UP REPRESENTATIVES,I Ji*\E 21, 1856.
KTV Th«- llou«- iirine II. ihf Coiumntre oi the Whole oil the
««! on Ci'iihi,
I Mr. Bl'KLIKGAME said:
I Mr OliiKNtv: The House will bear witness

I tint I have nut pressed myself upon its deliberIati.ms I never before asked its indulgence. I
I.i mriM no man: nor have I sought to
B" r> |'r:-a' h upon any man's State. But,I while such has Wen my course, as well as the

I course of my colleagues from Massachusetts
I upon this floor, certain members have seen fil
I t<< assail the State which we represent, not only

m:m w.:ru«, mil wun mows.
17i remembrance of these things, and seizing

tli*- tir^t opportunity which has presented itsell
f<»r a long lime, 1 stand here to-day say a
word fur old Massachusetts.not that she needs
it: uo, sir; for iu all that constitutes true great
ti»-sn in all that gives abiding strength.iu
grt-a*. <|ualities of head and heart.in moral
pow»-r iu material prosperity.in intellectual
reso irces and physical ability.by the general
judgment of mankind, according to her population,she is the first State. There doej not
live ihe man anywhere, who knows anything,
to whom praise of Massachusetts would not be
needless. She is us far beyond that as she is
beyond censure. Members here may sneer at
her.they may praise her past at the expense
of her present; but I say, with a full convictionof its truth, that Massachusetts, iu h»r
iireseut performances, is even greater than in
iier past recollections. And when I have said

t.* | this, what more cau I say?,
Sir, although I am here as her youngest and

humblest member, yet, as her Representative, 1
feel that I am the pier of" any man upon this
floor. Occupying that high stand point, with
modesty, but with firmness, i cast down her
glove to the whole band of her assailants.

She has been a.-sailed in the House and out
of the House, at the other cud of the Capitol,
ami at the other end of the avenue. There

I -I have been brought against ber general charges
and specific charges. 1 am sorry to find at the
head of 'he list of her assailants the President
of the ( uited States, who uot only assails Massachusetts,hut the whole North. He defends
one section of the Union at the expense of the
other. He declares that one section has ever
been mindful of' its constitutional obligations,
and that the other has uoL He declares that.

,| it one section of our country were a foreign
country, the other would have just cause of war
a/aitist it. And to sustain these remarkable
declarations, he goes into an elaborate perversionof history, such as that Virginia ceded her
lands against the interests ot the South, for the
lienefit of the North; when the truth is. ,she

I ceded her lauds, as New York and other States
did, for the benefit of the wLole country. She

| /we her lands to Freedom, b cause she thought
Freedom was better than Slavery.because it
was the policy of the tim-s, and events have

*' vindicated tha' policy.
It is a perversion of h> story, when he says

that the territory of the country has been acquiredmore for the benefit of the North than
lor the South ; he says that substantially. Sir,
out of the territory thus acquired, five slave

I Slates, with a pledge for lour more, and two
free Stales, have come into the Union: and
one of these, as we all kuow. fought its way

| through a compromise degrading »o the North.
I he North does not object to the acquisitionof territory, when it is desired, but she desires

that it Rha!! l»e free. If such & complexion had
been given to it, how different would have been
the fortunes of the Republic to-day! This may
l#e ascertained bv comparing the p-ogress of

r | tfnio with that of any slave State in the Mississippivalley. It will appear more clearly by
comparing the free with the slave regions. I
have not time to do more than to present a

general picture.
freedom and Slavery started together in the| great race on this continent. In the very yearthe Pilgrim Fathers landed on Plymouth Rock,

slaves landed in Virginia. Freedom has gone
on, trampling down barbarism, and planting
Siutes building the symbols of its faith by
every lake, and every river, until now the Rons
of the Pilgrims Bland by the shores of the Pacific.Slavery ha« also made its way toward
the setting sun. it has reached the Rio Grande

* on the South ; and the groans of its victims,
and the clank of its chains, may be hoard as it
slowly ascends the Western tributaries of th«
Mississippi river. Freedom has left the land
l«espangled with free schools, and filled the
whole heavens with the shining towers of re

iigion and civilization. Slavery has left deso1at ion, ignorance, and death, in its path. When
we look at these things; when we see what the
country would have beeu, had Freedom been
given to the Territories ; when we think what
it would have been but for this blight in the
bosom of the country; that the whole South.
1 bat fair land God has blessed so much.would
have been covered with cities, and villages,
and railroads, and that in the country, in the
place of twenty-five millions of people, thirlytivemillions would have bailed the rising morn
exultiug in republican liberty.when we think
of these things, bow must every honest man.
how must every man with brains in his head,
or heart in his lnsom.regret that the policy# i i * »
ui oiu »ir^iuis, in ner newer aays, am
come tko animating poliey^f r''j . ^ .»eKepublic!. ".7«Si inis voxpandiug

It is n perv--.»fledPreside-.*.sutwsion of history, I say, when tho
0|Hy,.n intimate* that the adoption of the

i .(institution abrogated the Ordinance of 17*7.
It was recognised l»y the first Congress which
assembled under the Constitution ; and it has
been sanctioned by nearly every President, from
Washington down. It is a perversion of historywhen the PresiJeut intimates that the MissouriCompromise was made against the inter
ests ol the South, and for the benefit of the
North. The truth.the unmistakable truth is,
that it was forced by the South on the North
It received the almost uuited vote of the South,
It was claimed as a victory of the South. Tht
meu who voted for it were sustained in tht
South ; ami those who voted for it in the North
passed into oblivion; and though some of them
are physically alive t«niay, they are as politi
rally dead as are the President and his imme
di&te advisers. Not only has the President per
verted history, but be has turned sectionalist
He has become the champion of sectionalism
He makes the extraordinary declaration, tha'
if a State is refused admission into the Unioi
because her Constitution embraced Slavery a
mu institution, then one section of the countr;
would of necessity be compelled to dissolve it
connection with the people of the other section
What does he mean ? Does he mean to say tha
then- are traitors in the South? Does he meai
to sav, if thev were voted down, thai then the;
ought not to submit? It he does, and if the;
mean to hack him in the declaration, then
say the quicker we try the strength of this grea
Government the better. Not only baa he sai<
that, but members have said ou this'Hoor, agaii
and again, that if the Fugitive Slave Law
which has nothing sacred about it.which
deem unconstitutional.which South Carolin:
deems unconstitutional.if that law be repea
ed, that this Cuion will then cease to exist.

Mr. KKITT. I wish to know from the ger
Uemaii from Massachusetts, by what authorit
he says South Carolina holds the Fugitive Slav

I Law to be unconstitutional ?
Mr. Bl'RLINGAME. By the authority of th

Charleston Mercury.
Taking that paper from his pocket, Mr. II

read the following:
I-Ofiktrtwa of Massachusetts in :hr abrogation ofth

Fugitive Slav-' Uw. we nave no complaint lo make.
wa« srout lie kr»l a wi*erai>lr illusion an<l worse. in far
for ii wan * ! infringement upon our of ilir most ihenshe
prinriplre ol thr Constitution winch provides that fug
i.ves troin labor, * uiwm demand. shall t»e delivered up.' In
gives no power lo Congress lo art iu tlii- adair. The tent
aaeudMent to the Constitution provide* thai the wwei
not delegated lo ihe failed State* aie reserved to ill
States or lo liic people.' The clause atove confers u

(lower, hut is the ilaiied iterla ration of a right; and th
power, not being conferred, resulis to the St ilrs », on* i

the incident* ot sovereignly too dear to |.e trusted to tli
General (wtWtanirai.

Oar Southern member.* strove for the passage of.t'"
tav»". and strove honestly; hut it strives the evils of 01

uafurtonatr condition. that, in the urgency of our route
with an aggressive adversary, we lose, the landmarks i

pmiriplr.to obtain an illusive iiinuirdi. we pressed th
taoveminent lo a-stiiur a |K»wer not ront<m il by the 11

s iruine: t of its creation, and ;u establish a preci-il.Mil Ii
m mm. in all after iinin.il will he authorized to aseuiu
whatever right may have no eoii<lil«iional light ot at
toreeuteut; aid. irearied wnli so many rliorts to eoufiu
the <«o>orinneut u> its liuuis of legitimate powers, we ar

pleased to have assistance from another quarter; and
me question shall be deterinuwd iu her favor, we will tin
cerely rrjoire in such a vindication ol tue Constitution."

That is my authority, but I do not wish to b
interrupted; 1 have not time. I say that it i
dot tor the President aud members uu this tioo
to determine the lite of this Union; this Uuioi

inwHeaaaKwiBwaMDaanBaaMM

rests in the hearts of the American people, &nc
cannot be eradicated thence. Whenever an]
person shall lift his hand to smite down thii
Union, the people will subjugate him to Libert]and the Constitution. I do not -wish to dwef
on the President, and what he has said. Not
withstanding all this perversion of history.
notwithstanding his violated pledges.and not
withstanding his warlike exploits at Greytowr
and Lawrence.his servility has been repaid
with scorn. I am glad of it. The South wa*

right. When a man is false to the convictions
of his own heart and to Freedom, he cannot b«
trusted with the delicate interests of Slavery. 1
cannot express the delight I feel in the poetic
justice that has been done; but, at the same

time, I am not unmindful of the deep ingrati'tude that first lured him to ruin, and then deiserted and left him alone to die. [Applause ]
s If I were not too much of a Native American,

I would quote and apply to»him the old Latin
t words, " De nwrtui.1 nil nisi bonum".speak

nothing but good of the dead. I can almost
forgive him, considering his condition, the blis
tering words he let fall upon us the other night,
whni lie went through the ordeal of ratifying
the nomination of James Buchanan. He said
that we had received nothing at the hands oi
the Government, save its protection and its politicalblessings. We have not certainly receivedany offices; and as for its protection
and political blessings, let the silence above the
graves of those who sleep in their bloody shrouds
in Kansas answer.

There have been general and specific charges
made against old Massachusetts. The general
charge, when expressed in polite language, is,
that she has not been faithful to her constitu

i -le r j r ii r.
uuimi i utjujjr u. i u»ii lur [jiuuj.

I ask when ? where? how ? I say, on the contra
rv, that from the time when this Government came
from the brains of her statesmen, and the unconquerablearms of her warriors, she has been
lojal to it. In peace, she hits added to it renown; and in war, her sons have crowded the
,r*y *-j <t<»»ith as to a festival. She has quenchedthe fires of rebellion on her own soil without
Federal aid : and when the banners of nullificationtlew in the Southern sky,speaking through
the lips of Webster, in Faneuil Hall, she
stood by Jackson and the Union. No man

speaking in her name.no man wearing her
ermine, or clothed with her authority.ever did
anything, or said anything, or decided anything,
not in accordance with her constitutional obligations.Vet, sir, the hand of the Federal Governmenthas been laid heavily upon her.
That malignant spirit which has usurped this

Government, through the negligence of the people,too long has pursued her with rancor and
bitterness. Before its invidious legislation she
has seen her commerce perish, and ruin, like a

devastating fire, sweep through her fields ofindustry; but, amid all these things. Massachusetts
has always lifted up her voice with unmurmuringdevotion to the Union. She has heard the
Federal drum in her streets. She has protectedthe person of that most odious man.odious
both at the North and the South.the slavehunter.She has protected him when her soil
throbbed with indignation from the sea to the
Now York line. Sir, the temples of justice there
have been clothed in chains. The Federal
courts in other States have .been closed against
her, and her citizens have been imprisoned, and
she has had no redress.

Yet, notwithstanding all these things, Massachusettshas always been faithful and loyal to
the Constitution. You may ask why, if she has
been so wronged, so insulted, has she been so
true and faithful to the Union? Sir, because
she knew, in her clear head, that these outrages
came not from the generous hearts of the Americanpeople. She knew that, when Justice should
finally assume the reins of Government, all
would be well. She knew that, when the Governmentceased to foster the interests of Slavery
alone, her interests would be regarded, and the
whole country be blessed. It was this high constitutionalho|>e that has always swayed the
head and heart of Massachusetts, and which has
made her look out of the gloom of the present,
and anticipate a glorious future. So much in
relation to the general charge against Massachusetts.

There are specific charges, upon which I shall
dwell lor a moment. One is, that she has organizedan " Kraigrant Aid Society." Did you
not tell Massachusetts that the people of Kansaswere to be left perfectly free to mould her
institutions as they thought best? She knew,
ana sue una you, tnat your doctrine 01 squattersovereignty was a delusion ami a snare. She
opposed it as long as she could here; and when
she could do it no longer, she accepted the battleupon your pledge of fair play. She determinedto make Kansas a free Slate, lu this
high motive the Emigrant Aid Society had its
origin. Its objects are two fold.Freedom for
Kansas and pecuniary reward. And it is so organizedthat pecuniary benefit cannot flow to
stockholders, except through the prosperity of
those whom it aids. The idea of the society is
this: to take capital and place it in advance ol
civilization; to take the elements of civilization,
the saw mill, the church, the school-house, and
plant, them in the wilderness, us an inducement
to the emigrant. It is a peaceful society. It
has never armed one man ; it has never paid
one inan's passage to Kansas. It. never asked.
though 1 think it should have asked.the
ical sentiments of any man whom
<-<1 to emigrate to Kansa*" Oonr i. nas assist$100,000,and it liajueb It invested
setts to Kansagdp conducted from Massachuofthe U a *- lr,,m twelve to fifteen hundred
jrc- **....or of her people. Such is the Kini\oitAid Society, such is its oiigin, and such

'

us action. It is this Society, so just and legal
in its origin and its action, that has been made
the pretext for the most bitter assaults upon
Massachusetts. Sir, it is Christianity organized.

blow have these legal and thege propei measuresbeen met bv those who propose to make
Kansas a slave State ? The people of Massachusettswould not complain, if the people who
differ from them should go there to seek a

peaceful solution of the conflicting questions.
But how have they been met ? By fraud and

u» »nu iruuuu^O) ui,ders. Laws have been forced upon them, such
as-you have heard read to-day hy the gentle
man from Indiana, Mr. Coi.kax,] so atrocious
that no man Las risen here to defend one single

> one of them. Men have been placed over them
> whom they never elected, and this day, as has

been stated by the gentleman from Indiana,
civil war rages from one end of Kansas to th«
other. Men have been compelled to leave then
peaceful pursuits, and starvation and death
stare them in the face, and yet the Governmenl
stands idle.no, not idle; it gives its might)
arm to the side of the men who are trampling
down law and order there. The United Statei
tro-.ps have not been permitted to protect tht

, Free State men. When they have desired tc

P do so, they have been withdrawn. I cannol
. enter into a detail of ail the facts. It is a facl
I that war rages there to-day. Men kill each
t other at sight. All these things are known
j and nobody can deny them. All the Westerr
y. winds are burdened with the news of them
v. and tiny are substantiated equally by both
j sides.
t Has the Government no power to main
j peace in Kansas, and to protect citizens then
u under the orgauic law of the Territory ? I ask
r in the name of old Massachusetts, if our hones
1 citizens who went to Kansas to build up homci
a for themselves, and to secure the blessings o

|. civilization, are not entitled to protection
She throws the responsibility upon this Admin
istration, and holds it accountable; and so wil

v the people, at the polls, next November,
e Anoiber charge is, thatjMassa.-busetts ha

passed a personal liberty bill. Well, sir, Ji sa
e that Massachusetts, for her local legislation, i

not responsible to this House, or to any mem
!. l>e,r of it. I say. air, if her laws were as bad a

those atrocious laws of Kansas, you can d
nothing with her. I say, if her statute-book;

It iustead of being tilled with generous legists
' tion.legislation which ought to be interestinj

to her assailants, because it is in favor of th
» idiotic and theblind.[laughter].were filled

like those of the State of Alabama, with law
« covering the State with whippiug-posts, keep
" ing half of her people in absolute slavery, am

,i nearly all of the other half in subjection t
twenty nine thousand slaveholders; if the slavt

,r holders themselves were not permittel to trad
ir with or leach iheir slaves, as they choose ; i
*J. ignorance were increasing faster than the por,.j uiation.1 say, even then, you could not d

anything here with the local laws of Masss
]. oh useUs. I say, the presumptiou is, that th
W law. having been passed bv a sovereign 8tat«
£ is eousLjtuiioiial. If it is not constitutions
if then, sir, wlicn the proper tribunal shall hav

decided that (|uest»on, what is there, I ask, i
the history of Massachusetts, which will lead u

e to believe that Ehe will not abide by that rjusuH
s ] sav, there is nothing in the history of the Stat
r of Mississippi, or ol South Carolina, early c
a recent, which makes Massachusetts desirous <

THE NATi
I emulating their example. I, sir, agree with
r the South Carolina authority I* have quoted
i here in regard to the legislation of Massachursetts.
I Sir, my time is passing away, and I must has

ten on. The State of Massachusetts is the
guardian of the rights of her citizens, and of the
inhabitants within her border line. If her citiizens go beyond the line, into distant lands or

upon the ocean, then they look to the Federal
i arm for protection. But old Massachusetts is
i the State which is to secure to her citizens the

inpatimfthle hl»ui>iir nf trial htr inrt »nd tVw.
writ of habeas corpus. All these things must

! come from her, aud not from the Federal Gov'eminent. I believe, with her great statesmen
and with her people, that the Fugitive Slave
Law is unconstitutional. Mr. Webster, as an

original ouestion, thought it was not constitutional; Mr. Rantoul, a brilliant statesman of
Massachusetts, said the same thing; they both
thought that the clause of the Constitution was
addressed t the States. Mr. Webster bowed
to the decision of the Supreme Court in the
Prigg case; Mr. Rantoul did not. Massachusettsbelieves it to be unconstitutional; but.
whether it be constitutional or not, she means,
so long as the Federal Government undertakes
to execute that law, that the Federal Governmentshall do it with its own instruments,
vile or otherwise. She says that no one
clothed with her authority shall do anything
to help in it, so long as the Federal Government
undertakes to do it. But, sir, I pass from this.

I did intend to reply set iatim to all the attacks
which have been made upon the State, but I
have not half time enough. The gentleman
from Mississippi, [Mr. Bennett,] after enumeratinga great many things he desired Massachusettsto do, said, amongst other things, that
she must tear out of her statute-book this personalliberty law. When she had done that,
and a variety of other things too numerous to
mention, then he said " the South would forgive
Massachusetts." The South forgive Massachusetts! Sir, forgiveness is an attribute of Divinity.The South has it not. Sir, forgivenessis a higher quality than justice, even. The
South.I mean the Slave Power.cannot comprehendit. Sir, Massachusetts has already forgiventhe South too many debts and too many
insults. If we should do all the things the gentlemanfrom Mississippi desired us to do, then
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Shorter]
comes in, and insists that Massachusetts shall
do a great variety of other things before the
South probably will forgive her. Among other
things, he desired that Massachusetts should
blot out the fact that General Hull, who surrenderedDetroit, had his home in Massachusetts.
Why, no, sir; she does not desire even to do
that, for then she would have to blot out the fact
that his gallant son had his home there."that
gallant son who fell fighting for his country, in
tKd Qiimo wnr of T.unrtv'a T .otto tViat irrr.at Kat.

> "v ~ " J ' *

tie, where Colonel Miller, a Massachusetts man

by adoption, when asked if he could storm certainheights, replied, in a modest. Massachusetts
manner, u I will try, sir." He stormed the
heights.
The gentleman desires, stlso, that we should

blot out the history of the connection of Massachusettswith the last war. Oh, no! She cannot
do that. She cannot so dim the lu3tre of the
American arms. She cannot so wrong the Hepublic.Where, then, would be your great seafights? Where, then, would be the glory of
" Old Ironsides," whose scuppers ran red with
Massachusetts blood ? Where, then, would be
the history of the daring of those brave fishermen,who swarmed from all her bays and all her
ports, sweeping the enemy's commerce from
the most distant seas? Ah, sir! she cannot
afford to blot out that history. You, sir, cannot
afford to let her do it.no, not even the South.
She sustained herself in the last war: she paid
her own expenses, and has not yet been paid
entirely from the Treasury of the nation. The
enemy hovered on her coast with his ships, as

numerous, almost, as the stars. He looked on
that warlike land, and the memory of the olden
time came back upon him. He remembered
how, more than forty years before, he had trodden
on that, soil; he remembered how vauntingly he
invaded it, and how speedily he left it. He turned
his glasses towards it, and beheld its people
rushing from the mountains to the sea to detendit; and he dared not attack it. Its capitalstood in the salt sea spray, yet he could not
take it. He sailed south, where there was anothercapital, not far from where we now stand,
forty miles from the sea. A few staggering,
worn-out sailors and soldiers came here. They
took it. How it was defended, let the heroes
of lViadensburg answer! [Laughter.]

Sir, the gentleman from South Carolina [ Mr.
Kkitt] made a speech; and if I may be allowedto coin a word, 1 will say it had more cantaakeio.fiftyin it than any speech I ever heard on
this floor. [Renewed laughter.] It was certainlyvery eloquent in some portions.very
eloquent indeed, for the gentleman has indisputablyan eloquent" utterance and an eloquent
ifiii|!t:imijt?iiL. x uu nui. winu iu uruin/^ it

much, but it opens in the most extraordij^-^.
manner with a "weird torchlie.v " "" u ">
he introduces a dead m*v-J 01 -'lt' an(^ taen

izes him, and on* then he gal vanhe.nvjjmf a-4" "8 m ^hair, and then
.i «-r .e» him " point his cold linger" aronnd
iiifl Ila.ll. Why. it almost frightens me to ah
lude to it. And then he turns it into a theatre,
and then he changes or transmogrifies the
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. CoLrxt,] who
has just spoken, into a snake, and makes him
"wriggle up to the foot lightsand then he
gives the snake hands, and then " mailed
hands," and with one of them he throws off
Cuba, and with the other clutches all the Canadas.Then he has men with "gloaing mouths,"
and they are "singing psalms through their
noses,'' and are moving down upon the South
"like an army with banners." Frightful.is
it not? He talks about rotting on dead seas.
He calls our party at oue time a "toad," and
then he calls it a "lizard;" " and more, which
e'en to mention would be unlawful." Sir, his
rhetoric seems to have the St. Vitus's dance.
[Laughter.] He mingles metaphors in such a
manner as would delight the most extravagant
Milesian.
But I pass from his logic and his rhetoric,and also over some historical mistakes, much of

the same nature as those made by the President,which I have already pointed out, and
come to some of his sentences, in which terrific
questions and answers explode. He answers,
hotly and tauntingly, that the South wants
none of our vagabond philanthropy. Sir, when
the yellow pestilence fluttered its winga over
the Southern States, and when Massachusetts
poured out her treasures to a greater extent in
proportion to her population than any other
State, was that vagabond philanthropy? I ask
the people of Virginia and Louisiana?

But, sir, the gentleman was most tender and1 most plaintive when he described the starving1 operatives. Why, sir, the eloquence was most
1 overwhelming upon some of iny colleagues. I
> thought J saw the iron face of our Speaker1 soften a little, when he listened to the unexpect»ed sympathy of the gentleman with the hard1ships of his early life. Sir, he was an opera

tive from boyhood to manhood.and a good
i one, too. Ah, sir, he did not appreciate, as he
1 tasted the sweet bread of honest toil, his sad
> condition; he did not think, as he stood in the
1 music of the machinery which came from his
9 cunning hand, how much better it would have^ been for him, had he been born a slave, [laughfter,] and put undar the gentleman from South

Carolina.a kind master, as I have no doubt he1 is.where he would have been well fed and
clothed, and would have known none of the

8 trials which doubtless met him on every hand.
y How happy he would have been, if, instead ol
a being a Massachusetts operative, he had been
i- a slave in South Carolina, fattening, singing,
s and dancing, upon the banks of some Southern
o river. [Qroat laughter.]
i, Sir, if the gentleman will go to my district
k- aud look upon those operatives aud mechanics:
£ if he will look upon some of those beautiful
e models which coiue from their brains and hands1* and which from time to time leap upon the wa
s ters of the Atlantic, out-flying all other clip> pers, bringing home wealth and victory with a!d the winds of heaven, he might have reason tc
o change nla v-etys. Let him go there, and, ever
)- after all he said, he may spea.V to those men
e and convince them, if he can, of their st&rvjnpif condition. I will guaranty his personal safety
>- I believe the people of Massachusetts would
o pour forth their heart's blood to protect ever

him in the right of freedom of speech; and thai
e is saving a great deal, after »U that has hap
>» penea. Let him go to the great county o
I, Worcester.that bee-hive of operatives and Abo
e litiouists, as it has been called.aud be will fin',
n the annual product of that county greater, it

proportion to the population, than that of an]? other equal population in the world, as will bi
« found by reference to a recent speech of ex
>r (governor fcoutwell, of our Slate. The nex
)f county, I believe, in respect to the amount o
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products in proportion to population, is awa
up in Vermont. Sir, let him go aud look <

these men.these Abolitionists, who, we ai

told, meddle with everybody's business but the
own. Thej certainly take time enough to a

tend to their own business, to accomplish thes
results which 1 have named.
The gentleman broke out in an exceeding!

explosive question, something like this: Id
not know if my memory can do justice to th
language of the gentleman, but it was sonn

thing like this: " Did not the South, equall
with the North, bare her forehead to the god <

battles?" I answer plainly, No, sir, she di
not; she did not. Sir, Massachusetts furnisl
ed more men in the devolution than the who!
South put together, and more by ten-fold tha
South Carolina. I am not including, of coursi
the militia.the conjectured militia furnishe
by that State. There is no proof that they wer
ever engaged in any battle. I mean the regi
lars; and I say that, Massachusetts furnishe
more than ten times as many men as Sout
Carolina. I say, on the authority of a standar
historian, once a member of this House, (M:
Sabine, in his history of the Loyalists,) tha
more New Kngland men now lie buried in th
soil of South Carolina, than there were of Sout
Carolinians, who left their State to fight th
battles of the country. I say, when Genert
Lincoln was defending Charleston, he was coir

pelled to give up its defence, because the pe(
pie of that city would not fight. When Genert
Greene, that Rhode Island blacksmith, too
command of the Southern army. South Care
lina had not a Federal soldier in the field; an

the people of that State would not furnish suf
plies to his army; while the British army i
the State were furnished with supplies almof
exclusively from the people of South Carolini
While the American army could not be recrui
ed, the ranks of the British army were rapidl
filled from that State.
The British post of Ninety Six was garrisor

ed almost exclusively from South Caroline
Rawdon's reserve corps was made up almot
entirely by South Carolinians. Of the eigh
hundred prisoners who were taken at the battl
of King's Mountain.of which we have hear
so much.seven hundred of them were Soutl
em Tories. The Maryland men gained th
laurels of the Cowpens. Kentuckians, Virgir
ians, and North Carolinians, gained the battl
of King's Mountain. Few South Carolinian
fought in the battles of Eutaw, Guilford, A<
They were chiefly fought by men out of Souti
Carolina; and they would have won greate
fame and brighter laurels, if they had not bee

I ..».a -i.1. »i... .~:i
uppuscu ruicuj ujr tu« viiu<cu9 yj i luc own

Well might the British commander boast tha
he.had reduced South Carolina into allegiance

But, sir, I will not proceed further with thi
history, out of regard for the fame of our com
mon country; out of regard for the patriots.
the Sumtera, the Marions, the Rutledges, thi
Pinckueys, the Haynes.truer patriots, if pos
aible, than those of any other State. Out o

regard for these meD, I will not quote from
letter of the patriot Governor Mathews to Gen
eral Greene, in which he complains of the sell
ishness and utter imbecility of a great portioi
of the people of South Carolina.

But, Mr. Chairman,*all these assaults upoi
the State of Massachusetts sink into insigniG
cauce, compared with the one I am about b
mention. On the 19th of May, it was an
nounced that Mr. Scmker would address thi
Senate upon the Kansas question. The tloo
of the Senate, the galleries, and avenues lead
ing thereto, were thronged with an expectan
audience; and many of us left our places ii
this House, to hear the Massachusetts orator
To Bay that we were delighted with the speed
we heard, would but faintly express the dee]
emotions of our hearts awakened by it. I neet
not speak of the classic purity of its language
nor of the nobility of its sentiments. It wai
heard by many; it has been read by millions
There has been no such speech made in thi
Senate since the davg when those Titans o
American eloquence.the Websters and thi
Ilaynes.contended with each other for mas

tery.
It was severe, because it was launcher

against tyranny. It was severe as Chathan
waH severe when he defended the feeble colo
nies against the giant oppression of the mothe
country. It was made in the face of a hostili
Senate. It continued through the greater por
tion 01 two ao) 1 ; anq yet, uuring mat time, tn<

speaker was not once culled to order. This fac
is conclusive &i to the personal and pariia
mentary decorum of the speech. He had prov
ocation enough. His State had been caMec
hypocritical. He himself had been called " t

puppy," " a fool," " a fanatic," and " a dishon
est man." Yet he was parliamentary from tht
beginning to the end of his speech. No mat

knew better than he did the proprieties of th(
place, for he had always observed them. N<
man knew better thau he did parliamentarj
law, because he had made it the study of hit
life. No man saw more clearjy.; luwfr.be,
th.e$l3Ki|Psword ot the Constitution, turning
every way, guarding all the avenues of the Sen
ate. Buthe was not thinking of these things; he
was not thinking then of the privileges of the
Senate nor of the guarantees of the Coustitu
tion ; he was there to deuounce tyranny and
crime, and he did it. He was there to speak
for the rights of an empire, and he did it, brave
ly and grandly.
So much for the occasion of the speech. A

word, and I shall be pardoned, about the speak
er himself, ife is my friend; for many and
inauy a year I have looked to hiin for guidance
and light, and I never looked in vain, lit
never had a personal enemy in his life ; hii
character is as pure as the snow that falls 01:

his natjye hills : his heart overflows with kind
ness for every being having t}ie upright form
of man; he is a ripe scholar, a cmvalric geu
tleman, and a warm hearted, true friend. H<
sat at the feet of Channing, and drank in tht
sentiments of that noble soul. He bathed k
the learning and undying love of the great
jurist, Story j and the hand of Jackson, with iti
honors and its offices, sought him early in life
but he shrank from them with instinctive mod
esty. Sir, he is the pride of Massachusetts
His mother Commonwealth found him adorning
the highest walks of literature and law, and slu
bade him go and grace somewhat the rougl
character of political life. The people cf M$s
sachusetts.the old, and the young, and th<
middle-aged.now pay their full homage to tb<
beauty of his public and private character
Such is Chiui.ks Sum.vf.r.
On the 22d day of May, when the Senate ant

the House had clothed tjieipselvea in mourninj
for a brother fallen in the battle of life in tut
distant State of Missouri, the Senator fron
Massachusetts sat in the silence_of the Senati
Chamber, engaged in the employments apper
taining to his office, when a member from thi
House, who had taken an oath to sustain thi
Constitution, stole into tjie Senate, that plae
which had hitherto been held (.acred ag»ii.3
violence, and smote him as Cain smote hi
brother.

Mr. KEITT, (in his seat.) That is false.
Mr. BURLING AME. I will not bandy epi

tngts with the gentleman. I am responsibl
lor my own language. Doubtless he is respou
sible for his.

Mr. KEITT. I am.
Mr. BURLIMGAME. I shall stand by mint
One blow was enough ; hut it did not s&tiat

the wrath of.that spirit which had pursued hin
through two days. Again and again, quickeand faster fell the leaden blows, until he wa
torn away from his victim, when the Senate
from Massachusetts fell in the arms of hi
friends, and his blood ran dovi: on the $enatfloor. Sir, the act was brief, and my con:
ments on it shall be brief also. I denounce i
in the name of the Constitution it violated.
denounce it in the name of the sovereignty c
Massachusetts, which was stricken down by th
blow. I denounce it in the name of civilizatio

; which it outraged. I denounce it in the nam
of humaaity. I denounce it in the name of thi

, fair play which bullies and prize-lighters r<

spect.. What 1 strike a man when he is pitioned.when he cannot respond to a blow
I Call you that chivairy ? in what code of bouc
> did you "get your authority for that ? I do n<
i believe that member has a friend so dear wh
, must not, in his heart of hearts, condemn th
' act. Even the member himself, if he has le
. a sp&rk of that chivalry and gallantry attribi

ie<i iu mm, must tojuie anu scorn the act. lio
1 knows, I do not wish to speak unkindly, or i
t a spirit of revenge ; but I owe it to my mat

hood, and the noble State I in part represen1' to express my deep abhorrence of the act. B<
- much as I reprobate the act, much more do
i reprobate the conduct of those who were b;
i and saw the outrage perpetrated. Sir, esp
j cially do I notice the conduct of that Sepal*
» recently from the free platform of Massachi

setts, with the odor of her hospitality ou hin
t who stood there, not only silent and quiet whi,f it was going on, but, when it was over, approvi

%
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,y the act. And worse: when he had time to co,1,it when he bad slept on it, he went into the 3«n
eate Chamber of the United States, and shock 4

ir the sensibilities of the world by approving t.»
t- Another Senator did not take part because r<e
>e feared his motives might be questioned, exhiUtIing as extraordinary a delicacy as that individual
ly who refused torescueadrowning mortal,becau if
lo he had not been introduced to him. [Laughter 1

ie Another was not on good terms ; and yet,'
e- rumor be true, that Seuator has declared th
ly himself and family are more indebted to
if Sumner than to any other man; yet, when - 1

<1 saw him borne bleeding by, he turned and
on the other side. Oh, magnanimous Slk>bi'

le Oh, prudent Dooolas! Oh, audacious Toogii
n Sir, there are questions arising out of ft' i

8, i which far transcend those of a mere pel sot. .1
d nature. Of those personal considerations I
e shall speak, when the question comes propet^y
l- before us, if I am permitted to do so. T^ed higher question involves the very existence ?f
h the Government itself. If, sir, freedom ffd speech is not to remain to us, what is all (his
r. Government worth? If we from Massachusetts,
kt or any other State.Senators, or members of
e the House.are to be called to account by solje
h "gallant nephew" of some "gallant uncle,"
e when we utter something which does not suit
d their sensitive natures, we desire to know'it, df
i- the conflict is to be transferred from this peace)-ful intellectual field, to one -where, it is said,
l1 "honors are easy and responsibilities equal"
k then we desire to know it. Massachusetts, if
)- her sons and representatives are to have tie
d rod held over them, if these things are to cou-"
)- tinue, the time msy come.though she uttftps
n no threats.when she may be called upon to
it withdraw them to her own bosom, where sl^
t. can furnish to them that protection which is nrtt
t- vouchsafed to them under the flag of their comymon couutry. But, while she permits us to remain,we shall do our duty.our whole duty,
i- We shall speak whatever we choose to spealj,
i. when we will, where we will, and how we w>D,
it regardless of all consequences,
it Si<\ the sons of Massachusetts are educatejl
e at the kuees of their mothers, in the doctrin<%
d of y.eace and good will, and, God knows, they
i- desire to cultivate those feelings.feelings y
e social kindness, and public kinduess. Tti»
i- House will bear witness that we have not viqelated or trespassed upon any of them ; but, sir,
8 if we are pushed too long and too far, there a"r ?
5. men from the old Commonwealth of MassachiT
b setts who will not shrink from a defence (Jf
r freedom of speech, and the honored State the*nrepresent, on any field where they may to
I. assailed.
,t
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SPEECH OF HON. JAMES MEACHAM
Of Vermont, PI IX THE HOUSE OF KEI'RESENTATIVPS,

,fAi'kil 30, 185C.
a The Hoioe l>eing: in the Committee of the Whoie <ai thi.
L slate of the I 'dion.

|j Mr. MEACIIAM said:
Mr. Chairman*: In rising to address the Com.*

mittee at this time, I cannot fail to be remind;
3 ed that yon* and I have been here togother be,

fore; nor can I fail to recall the scenes through3 which we passed six years since. Then, a*
now, there was an agitation in regard to the*

e Territories of this Union; and I believe thef<;
r was a great deal more animosity on the sulijecw.

than there is even now. The Territories were
1 different, but the same principles lay at thq.
3 bottom of the agitation then and now. Time

has passed on, and dealt far more kindly with
3 you than with me; and upon your healthy'and*
J joyous countenance there are fewer marks qt.* the plough-share, and far fewer furrows upor>your brow than upon mine. I cannot but btt:
8 reminded that there are now only about fifteen

men here who were together then. 1 have said,® sir, that the principles which we were agitai ing
ai mai ume.aunougn in relation to uinerent

i Territories.were the same as those we areagitatingnow. And you will recognise tfce tact
that probably never, in the history of the world,hasthere been agitation in relation to Territo-.

1 ries so rich, so large, so fertile, and in their
anticipated destinies so prosperous, as those.
then and now under consideration. *

We often, in reading a book, 6nd out on &reperusala good many things of importance'
which we had passed over in the first reading,
It was so in reading the last Presidential mes-'
sage. There are eighteen columns of the Con* ^
gressional Globe occupied in it The President,'1
has discussed in ten columns our condition as1
to war and peace, the army, and the navy, and
tbe revenue, and the tariff, and the public lands,
and then he has gone abroad and discussed Our
foreign relations. And after he had gone ovef
the whole American continent, and gone abrwad ,
over the rest of tbe world, he comes home, and
devotes eight columns out of eighteen in refer »,
ence to the controversy between the and

>...

South. Eight mortal colnmns of the Congress-
sional Globe are devoted to the agitation of |
Slavery; and throughout the whole he lays the r
entire blame upon the North, and excuses in
every respect, and in every possible way, the *
South I
Now, remember by whom that is done. If is

done by a President whose nomination was

made at Baltimore, where the party was pledged
that the mau coming into power should not
agitate the subject of Slavery, and should not ;
promote sectional agitation. The President '

himself came out in a speech, and promised the
same thing. He came out afterwards in his in- iangural,aod repeated the pledge over and over

again. It was repeated again through the votes
which he got in this House. After all that, "

there stands the eight columns of agitatidn. I
And I venture to say.and I say candidly and *

honestly.that, of all the abolition documents
that ever I read, I never read eight columns
better calculated to promote sectional agitatn*>n
than these eight columns of the President's ^
message. No such thing can be found in any
other official document of the United States.
One of the points which the President makes

is the aggression 1ninetea on tne ooutn oy the
Norlh. I will read an extract from the message:

44 It is impossible to present this subject as

truth and the occasion require, without noticing
the reiterated bpt groundless allegation, that
the South has persistently asserted claims and
obtained advantages in the practical administrationof the General Government, to the prejudiceof the North, and in which the latter has

1 acquiesced.that is, the States, which either
? promote or tolerate attacks on the rights of
3 persona and of property in other States, to diaiguise their owu injustice, pretend or imagine,
8 and constantly aver, that they, whose constitu-tional rights are thus systematically assailed,
s are themselves the aggressors. At the present
e time, this imputed aggression, resting, as it
e does, only in the vague, declamatory charges
p of political agitators, resolves itself into mi sap-,
s prehension, or misinterpretation, of the prinei-"

pics and facts of the political organization of
the new Territories of the U nited States."

i- [Mr. Meacham then proceeded to exhibit a

e colored map of Texas, to show what portion of
[. t)ie Territory was given to freedom, and what

to Slavery.]
tybere is now (said he) the territory which

». was then declared free? It has been given over

e to ijew Mexico and Kansas, with the permisQsion to filf it with Slavery if they please. There
r [indicating it on the map] is the southern bout da

ary of Kansas, and that has gone into Kan?a?
>r with the permission to fill that with slaves. The

only portion of free territory which remains of
Q all that we were to have is just that little red.
( patch. It is a degree and a half of longitude
lt in length, and half a dogbee of latitude in width,
j That is what remains, 'fhere is the prom#Be

made to ns, and there is the manner in which
e it is kept. That little patch of territory is all
n we have to show that the free States were ever

e recognised in the distribution. There was once,
lt as you will remember from reading Prescott,
^ a territory in the mountains of Mexico. It was

a Republic; and while the hosts of Spain were

j pouring over all the rest of Mexico, that little
)f Republic maintained its independence for fit't/
)t years, and so periectiy determined were they
0 to maintain their independence, that they were

e fifty years without ever tasting salt, because
^ they could not get down to the ocean. I trrst
1 the time will come when in these settled Ter»
j ritorie8 there will be a body of republicans who
tI

will have the same spirit and determination to

^ ipaintain their freedom, come what will. f I
t have shown you, then, yhat has becorpp .of
^ that portion of territory. There [indicating it]^
j is what the slave States have got, and there is

what the free States have got
g' The President has made the establishment
>r of the Missouri Compromise line one of the
^ great aggressions ofthe North against the South*
n

That line has been broken up.we think, un^justly broken up. It was made by our fathers#
>d Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, in the chair.

i

3, 1856.
and ratified by their children. But there was

something promised in the place of that line.
What was it? It was that the people iu Kansasshould have the right to govern themselves.
And the great struggle is, at the present hour,
not whether we will restore the Missouri Compromise,but whether they will keep the promisemade, when that Compromise was abrogated,to the ear, and break it to the hope!
A year before the Nebraska and Kansas bill

was passed, another bill was passed by this
House for the organization of this Territory;
and I believe it gave joy throughout the whole
laud. It contained no provision in it for the
abrogation of any compromise. It stood beforeus as free territory, and emigrants said,
" We will go to that Territory, the inheritance
of our fathers, and we will keep it free. We
will go there fearless of any encroachment upon
the part of Slavery; we will go there and enjoya free State." But another year came, and
another bill came along with it. That bill
promised that every man who went there should
go there upon an equality with every other man,
so far as political rights were concerned.
Now, sir, all the new territories settled by the

Old World were settled in masses; meti did not
go out singly from their homes. It was so in
the Bettlenieuts made in this country. Such
was the fact in the settlement of Virginia, of
South Carolina, of Connecticut, of Massachusetts.

nut, sir, we bear a great (lea! of complaint in
these days about emigration aid societies. Now,
suppce that here is a company of meu coming
from Loudon to Plymouth. Suppose a hundred
men were to come, and you see a man rushing
to the King, breathless, exclaiming," Why, men
are emigrating here iu masses 1" "Well, what
of it?" "Why, they have no right to come
here in masses. Let every man row his own
boat. Let them come singly, and I will not
object, but here they come in whole ship-loads."

Well, sir, there was an emigrant aid society
for the encouragement of the Plymouth colony.
Every man who came to Plymouth Rock mortgagedhis services for ten years, in order that
he might have his expenses paid, and an allowancefor bis support, after he arrived.
And the same thing might be said in respect

to the emigrants from Greece to Asia Minor,
Italy, and Sicily. Those who emigrated were

generally persons composing a minority, who,
having been defeated in their political struggles,did not care to be taunted with it; and
hence they preferred going to a forei"n country.
But they were in a different situation in some

respects. They went cat without law.independentof law.with the right to make their
own laws. But there was another thing in regardto these emigrant aid societ ies ; those who
stayed at home were bound to pay the expenses
of those who went abroad. This was just as
®rauch a settled law in that community as any
other law that ever existed there.

There was another emigation which, in one

respect, and only one, bears a resemblance to
those who are now going West.. There was a

body of men who went out from a certain countryfor the purpose of going to the land of
Freedom. That was their professed mission.
Well, sir, they obtained permission to go; and
on a certain night, by the help of emigrant
aid societies, they started. On that night
there were three millions of people started out
from Egypt. There were among them six hundredthousand men capable of bearing arms.
But Pharoah said that was too much. These
men were emigrating in too large masses, and
he started out after them.not to control thein
at the ballot box, but to hinder them from going.But he did not hinder them. They started(jut for the promised land, not one fifth part
of the distance to Kansas, but they did not go
directly there. In the course of two years,
however, they came to a river, which only separatedthem from the promised land. They
were not, however, fit to enter, and they turnedback into the wilderness ; and, after thirtytightyears, these six hundred thousand meu,
PftnftKIp nf hpRrlncr arms. Rcrnin arr!of

promised land; they crossed the river, and
Freedom was theirs. They were then trained
men.every man trained to his place.
There is a body of men.not going out of

I5«rypt.but from the Northern country to the
West. They are not going there armed. They
are in practice unacquainted with arms; but
they will have their training if it be necessary.
They will break the depths of the forest gloom
as they tramp their way through the wilderness,
and the wilderness will shake beneath their
tread, because it will be the tread of a host of
freemen, hut there will be no going back.

Well, we are told that Northern men have
always backed out, and that they will back out
on this occasion. No, sir; we have got where
we cannot back out. Why taunt the men who
hold for the right of the admission of Kansas
<nto the Union, as men lacking courage and
high patriotic spirit? They are descendants of
good men, always earnest in the cause ofFrceu32:''Tteman'Atiettr&rt'Wof Represent-'
atives of Vermont, showed himseit ff strong assailantof Slavery at the time of the admission
of Arkansas, and it was thought lit to sneer at
him as buried "wayofl'upinthe mountains.'' do
and stand by the grave of Oernan Allen. There
will be presented one of the finest scenes ever

presented to the eye of mau. Could you lengthenJpur vision, and clip the top of the mountainforests, you might see Arnold on the perilousway to Quebec. You may see him wounded.Yon may see where Wolfe fell, and where
Montgomery died. You may track that army
when pestilence hung oyer it, and death was

dripping from her wings. You will see Burgoynestarting his career on the lake, and makinghis way down to Saratoga. Then you will
see him returning, and the splendid presents
for the Indians, brought by him, disposed of in
a manner and for a purpose lar different from
that for which they were intended, just as the
marble brought into Greece to rear a monunentat Marathon. That monument went up
*>n the same spot, but it went up to show the
victory of the Greeks, and the vanquishment of
ihe Persians. From that spot you may seethe
battle of Bennington. You may see that lleet
£oing down Lake George in the French war,
with its music, and i'8 banners Hying. You
anay see the battle of Plattsburg. You may
!>ee the spot where Scott won his glory. There
is the place where sleeps the freeman, Allen.
\ There is another thing on which I wish to
apeak. 1 refer to the emigrant aid societies.
The largest emigrant aid society ever known
is the Government of the United State*. It be
gan its career to stimulate immigration more
than fifty yep,rs ago. llow ( Jn protecting
quatters, making pre-emption laws, homestead

tiills, and giving donations of the public lands
<o actual settlers. Just to make the point clear,
et me refer to what has been done in referenceto the Territory of Oregon. In 18u2, we
assed a law giving to every actual settler in
hat Territory, if single, three hundred and

Twenty, or, if married, si.^ hundred and torty
it res. it was to continue for two years ; but
when that time had expired, it was extended
£wo years more. It expired in December last
«y its own limitation. Look at it. Six honoredand forty acres to every man who wouid
j-o to Oregon i Two hundred thousand acres
>fere pledged as a gift to actual settlers, if they
jjfoulu go there. President Pierce takes the
vxecutive chair. I suppose he knows what
.as been done; yet, notwithstanding this, when
little emigrant aid society is seen in Massa*husetts, the President, and all in authority,

jre in the utmost consternation. They are

aisiug signals of distress, and sending proclanationsall over the land. What for? What
i the matter? They want to stop emigration%om Massachusetts to the West.an emigra<ionwhich has been stimulated foy the p^-stjalf century by acta of Congress. Look at the
ousisteney of conduct there is here. But they
to not care a rush for these aid societies. A
»ird feigns to be wounded, and lures the hunerfar from the spot where she was first ueen.
be {joes limping, tluttenng, and screaming to

^ttract attention. Why does she do so ? She
wants to prevent her nest and its eggs from berngtouched. That is just the case here. They
to not care a fig about these emigrant aidsocitips.It is only a blind,

j do not intend to occupy my full time now,%r 1 hope, if anything is brought back in the
latnre of evidence by the commission we have

went to that Territory, I may be able to take
part in the discussion then. Indeed, until that
masterly report of the minority in the Senate,
| could hardly see a single fact upon which
/ou could rest with any degree of reliance what
~)ver. J y°uf how were Northern em.grantstreated ? On the 30th of May, 1854,
>e passed that law for the organization of Nebraskaand Kansas. Jnst twenty-nine days
tfter that, the men of Missouri formed an associationto drive ont from that Territory, to burl
yut of it by foree, every man who came into it
>y the assistance of Northern emigrant aid
societies. The plan must have been laid, and
the knowledge in regard to that law must have

y
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been conveyed to that Territory, before the law
was passed. Now, that was the welcome which
awaited freemen when they went iuto that Territory! 1 know it is said that, "If you do not
like it, stay at home; we will juBt make that
Territory so hot that you cannot stay there; we
will go and occupy it ourselves, and make it a

slave Territory." But how were they treated ?
Did they receive, at the hands of those who had
gone there from the State of Missouri, anything
like hospitality, anything like courtesy, anythinglike justice, when they went to that
strange land? Instead of that, when the first
election came off, they were driven from the
ballot-boxes by force, and those who usurped
their places had things their own way.
Now, I maintain that the Kansas people are

to blame in some measure. They were altogethertoo modest. They had a way, up in
Vermont, of dealing with intruders from abroad,
which is worthy of irritation in spirit, if not in
fnrm. NttW ^ nrk a nAfhAit r\f ilia*

- r"*""" w*

Stute as her own, .nearly to the mountains.
They sent there officers to execute the process
of that State. The Vermonters told them they
could not have such matters going on in their
State, and that they must stop. They did not
do it. They caught one of the officers and tied
him to a tree, and laid upon him what they
called a " beech seal," which grows in the
woods in the shape of what bovs call switches.
Thev gave him a thorough dressing; told him
to go home, and if he came there again, he
would never leave the State alive ; ami I never
heard of the man's coming back to get the
beech seal renewed.
The Kansas people ought to have taken some

measures to show that they were in earnest, and
that they were not to be trampled in the dust,
even if they had to use lead and steel. And I
say to them now, peace man as I am, that, beforeI would surrender, and be driven from the
Territory, I would use lead and steel, and
every other metal which fiod has placed in the
earth.

1 know there are doubts expressed whether
there were votes cast by Missourians in the
election, llut Noah might just as well have
doubted whether there had been a deluge, when
he got np on the top of Mount Ararat. | Laughter.]Just look at the returns. As I said before,1 am not going into this matter at length,
because we expect information soon uponwhich we can rely confidently. But here is
one district which has got two hundred and
forty-seven voters, and four hundred and eightysixvotes ; another which has lour hundred and
eighty-six voters, and one thousand two hundredand six votes ; another which has twentyfourvoters, ar.d three hundred and thirty-one
votes. More than five thousand votes were cast
by Missourians in thatoelection, while they were
driving all the freemen of Kansas from their
places.compelling them to leave, and forbiddingthem upon peril of their lives to return.

There are two Legislatures, and they have
sent ou here two Delegates. We have not de<i.i i n
wiuv-u a/van ecu lurui , pciunps wc never Minn.
It is oar business most certainly to do it. Those
who have resisted it the strongest, have said
we have the right to do it. If we have the
right to make the decision, we have the right,
at the same time, to make the examination
which precedes the decision: and we are uot
to he estopped, and blocked up, and driven out
of the way, because there has been a Legislaturewhich has acted wrong.

I know the same party says we may rely
upon the court. They trust the court; so do I.
I have always trusted the court, and believe 1
always shall. I remember a scene which gave
peculiar strength to that feeling of confidence
in the court. You remember when the CongressionalLibrary was burned, and apparentlyall the .men of the city were gathered here to
put out the fire. There was a score of engines
upon the track to the reservoir, and perhaps a
thousand men in the rotunda and its avenues.
T saw I could do nothing there ; and as an eminentcounsel, then a Senator from Vermont,
was about to make an argument in the SupremeCourt, I went to that place, and there
were the court, just as calm as ever I saw them
in my life. You could hear the clank, clank,
of a score of engines, and the tramp, tramp,
tramp, of a thousand men, echoing through
the room, but there they sat, attending to their
business, perfectly unmoved. I looked uponthat body of men, and admired thera for their
composure in their situation. Hut I thought
of another thing. There might come the time
when there would be not only the agitation of
fire and water, but there may be political agitation.Tbe political elements may be heaving
up and showing their power, and then that
body of men will sit in their places, and do
their duty as calmly as they are doing it now.
I will trust to that court.

Hut I will not put into the hands of this court
what does not beloDg to it; and with that Kansaselection case the court has nothing whatever
to do.,. We are to decide it for ourseltes, and
should do frankly and fearlessly. 11
must he admitted thai"those who attempt tj
eject the settlers from Kansas have some veryefficient helps.

I will read another extract from the President'smessage :

"In the Territory of Kansas there have been
acts prejudicial to good order, but as yet none
have occurred under circumstances to juRtify
the interposition of the Federal Executive.
That could only be in case of obstruction to
Federal law, or of organized resistance to Territoriallaw, assuming the character of insurrection; which, if it should occur, it would he my
duty promptly to overcome and suppress. I
cherish the hope, however, that the occurrence
of any such untoward event will be prevented
by the sound sense of the people of the Territory,who, by its organic law, possessing the
right to determine their own domestic institutions,are entitled, while deporting themselves
peacefully, to the frca exercise of that right, and
must be protected in the enjoyment of it, withoutinterference on the part of the citizens of
any of the States."
*******

" Rut long afterwards, when, by the proposed
accession of the Republic of Texas, the United
States were to take their next step in Territorial
greatness, a similar contingency occurred, and
became the occasion for systematized attempts
to interfere in the domestic affairs of one section
of the Union, in defiance of their rights as States
and of the stipulations of the Constitution.
These attempts assumed a practical direction,
in the shape of persevering endeavors, by some
of the Representatives in both Houses of Congress,to deprive the Southern States of the supposedbenefit of the provisions of the act authorizingthe organisation of the State of Missouri.

" It has been a matter of painful regret to see

States, conspicuous for their services iu founding
this Republic, and equally sharing its advantages,disregard their constitutional obligations
to it. Although conscious of their inability to
heal admitted and palpable social evils of tneir
own, and which are completely within their ju.
risdiction,they engage in the offensive and hopelessundertaking of reforming the domestic institutionsof other States wholly beyond their
control and authority. In the vain pursuit of
ends, by them entirely unattainable, and which
they may not legally attempt to compass, they
peril the verv existence of the Constitution, and
all the countless benefits which it has conferred.
While the people of the Southern States confine
their attention to their own affairs, not presumingofficiously to intermeddle with the social
institutions of the Northern States, too many of
the inhabitants of the latter are permanently
organized in associations to inflict injury on
the former, by wrongful acts, which would be
cause of war as between foreign Powers, and
only fad to be such in our system, because perpetratedunder cover of the Union."
When I first read that, sir, I thon<rht it would

turn out an impartial statement of what was
necessary to l»e fione, if there had been an intru-
sion into that Territory by the freemen as

against the Missourians, or by the Missourians
as against the freemen. Hat there is a single
expression which removes any doubt, and rescuesfrom any interpretation which charity might
wish to cast over it; and that is, the words "domesticinstitutions."

There is another helper of the Missourians.
Vice President Atchison leaves his high and
dignified place, to take part in the low, nnmanly,
border scuttles, goading on the men of his State
to deeds of violence and misrule. The country
looks on that man as degraded and debauched
in his principles, when he voluntarily swears his
presence at the Kansas elections, with pistol
and-stiletto, like a political marauder.
Now, there is another thin«j which may be

mentioned, to show the manner in which this
Legislature was elected, and which removes the
least shadow of doubt as to its illegality ; and
that is, that it proceeded immediately to legislateagainst freemen, by passing its gag law, its
alien-and-sedition law, or whatever else you may
call it, to muzzle the mouth of every man

again-t uttering a sentiment in relation to Sla-
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very, by making it a penal offence, punishable ]with five years' imprisonment. Now, I do not 1
know how many men may subject themselves jto that penalty; but I cau tell you one thir;andI rest my honor and name upon it.tha- iyouput a freeman into a Bastile in Kanras, h» fjwill not be there a week before there will no- ' jjbe even a key of it left to send to WashingtonThere will not be left one stone upon anotherthat will not be thrown down.

Well, that is not the end of it. Another man ^
says.and the course. I believe, is intended, ii £they can carry out and put their plans in e\e Ucution.that he would not put the offenders in Bprison, but would hang them until they are dea:dead, dead. It was once said that Foote was a Ihangman, and he had that reputation. It v:understood when a certain gentleman came In
a certain quarter of the country, and went t,New York, and made a speech there, that[Foote] was in danger of his laurels; aid
was shown that he was. It now seems thai I
is surpassed by his subalterns. Now, whatthe meaning of this? Why, that it is putforwarhere, from the Senate of the United Stales, thaithat is to be the law .»k».
law is to go into operation.that men who wot .. Imake assertions against Slavery wouhl he ht.
on the spot till they are der.d, dead, dead.1 have shown in what manner these men h o Ibeen treated, and are now treated. But wh:-.t n E
to be done? My proposition in rested to tL.- ITerritory, and to make peace in it, is to .nl-j;it at once iuto the Union as a State. I am wii |ling to allow it to do so. And my reason is \ typlain.and I will be frank about ft. It is U
cause it will be made a free State. But thenisone thin# to be considered: those alio do notwish it to turn out in that way have made a ipromise to Congress.have made it to their eon I Istitnents and their States and to the country 11and to the world. What is that promise? Tl< f Ipromise is this : that whenever the people of ft IfTerritory shall form a republican (ioverninei. 1]tbey shall be admitted into the Union, either Iwith or without Slavery, as they shall themsolvt \choose. Now, the people of Kansas have torn Hed a Government. Th<*y have done so of lie ,: l|own choice. They have complied in every n *

spent with the requisition made. i
Now, I fav lhat those men who laid dowi Ithat platform.whoestabli*hedthosedoctrii-«jare bound to come forward, and recognise, at £

act upon them. 1 know very well that h w *
be Raid that the Territory has not sufficient poi i
ulation to be admitted as a State ; hut ii Iki- f
larger population than many of the States wlm !
have been admitted into the Union. I hu\
been favored very kindly, by the chairman < H
the Committee on Territories, with a list ol tl.oStateswhich have been admitted with the stiuf
est amount of population. It is believed th:
Kansas has now from forty live to fifty thousiinhabitants. I will read the statement:

Tennessee, admitted June 1, 1790, had 1
census of 1790 a white population of T2.nl it.

Indiana, admitted December 11, 1x16, ha
by census of 1810 a while population of 21,t-'.»i|. I

Louisiana, admitted April 8, lxl'J, had bv
census of 1810 a white population of 14,11 I.

Mississippi, admitted December 10, 1-17. Ihad by census of 1820 a white population <,: I
42,176.

Arkansas, admitted June 15, 18.16, had by
census of 1810 a white population of 25,67 1.

Florida, admitted March 1, 1X45, had by<w- M
su8 of 1840 a white population of 27,941. |Michigan, admitted January 20, 1x17, ha I 1
by census of 1810 a white population of 11.11" I

It will be seen by this statement that u buy H
number of States, with a population far -- H
than Kansas now has, were admitted ; so tin I
this cannot properly be urged as an objectfn. |and I do not know of any other that can E
brought forward. The people of Kansas hi I
certainly proceeded regularly,so far as i km w

and I propose, therefore, to oiler in the 11j.iv
the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories Ibe instructed to bring in a bill for the immrdi
ate admiasiou of Kansas as a State, wilh tinrepublicanConstitution that she has preivnte I
to this House.

If the present controversy goes on. it wiii
grow more bitter every day it lasts. I lir-liev.
that, for the peace of that State, of the in* igli
boring States, and of the country, Kansas shouM
be uiade a State. Let thein have a State (.
ernment of their own choice. Let them sett!,downto it, and there will be peace. We ought
to have peace ; we can have peace; wc must
have peace. It will be a shauiu to us to resort
to physical violence needlessly. Hut let on.

party.either party.let the Missourians, t

anybody, go and settle down there, and fortiI;themselves with the threat to hurl out every ?
man that comes therefrom a free State, and the
freemen of the country will not rest. They will
besiege the citadel and scale its battlements, n..
matter how stout may be the fortress, for l-'re.
dom has a voice of thunder, and freedom will
be heard.not with a still srnail voice, but w

be heard in the controversy in the place wive
(log and Magog go out to battle. l>epend up u

it, if it must come.it may not come soon !».'
if it must come, the voire of freemen will
heard and will be heeded; the snorting oi lie r

horses will be heard from Han; and the wh
landwill tremble with the neighing <>l t!v.r

strong ones.
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